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T A BIG QUESTION
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we  ADIFFICULT ANSWER!

It is not easy to identify the type of gear used to
catch bluefin tuna in historical times, because

|mages are not always avallable

It is V{eryfjgt_rjan_geif’fhat aﬁlot of mformatlon IS
- ayallabJe ora.z’?l'yna«f sgery smm%bcmt Z[GOO years

Wh||e.4mage§gqf_ 1t ,.;;|sth’g ~g,ear “éreﬁm very _
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B BLUEFIN WAS A WELL KNOWN SEAFOOD

and images of bluefin tuna are not so rare!

Engraved painting of
~ bluefin in the Genovese
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WHICH GEAR WAS USED IN
ANCIENT TIME?

Nobody can understand which gear was used by
ancient Egyptians for catching bluefin tuna,
because there are no descrlptlons or |mages
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Phoenlelansfusedr £ una 'tra@s”"‘ because there
_were: Jana_,b *{ed,ﬁatt‘” fiessin ;sgmet‘places:_where

quefmJUga |shery e?usts e)/en{tcday Which tyb‘e -_
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WHICH GEAR WAS USED IN
ANCIENT TIME BY GREEKS?

The best description was provided by Oppianus
(177 b.C.), in his Halieutica, a poem describing
many flsherles and flSh Among these the bluefin

—

tuna flshery __;,_-;"—'~ S e
e =

1t seems*‘that theviuéed spottmg towers~along the
_coast, *-*arrd*—f erar:they*" used ~up to- 5 boats for

' catchmg the u*na,»bu“t itis not clegarﬂf;lt was a set -
” net With ajg?tanza ora B':‘at or beach seine, or-—-
afcbv/fnblna of bbth set nét clgle seme be?zﬁ'se

the desb};};)(t}_,n 15"b eto match all hypeth“eS|s
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WHICH GEAR WAS USED IN

ANCIENT TIME BY GREEKS?

DELLA PESCA,
£
DELLA CACCIA

Tradotto al Grico, & illuftrato con
varie ‘Annotazioni

DA A
ANTON MARIA SALVIN]
AL SERENISSIMO PRINCIPE
" EUGENTIO
DI SAVOJ A

TENENTE GENERALE CESAREO,

IN FIRENZE. MDCCXXVIIL

NELLA STamprria D1 Sua ArTEZZA
Appréffo il Tartini, &'l Franchi

Con Licénzg de* Superviori
s - .

336

DI OPPIANgG
ﬁ.d ¢ tracto; & mirandof

: L tra loro
Intorno al cibo , ridono feftopn
?

.Mc.nrrcf fon tratei, & 5 Pervenic fi fudiane
Chi prima prefo mudja ; quai fancigll 5 ;
Che gongolan 2’ giugchi, aq aye baje .
De’ Tonni 1a progénie ¢ pur del vafto
Ocedno, &d all opre del mar néftro
Di primavéra marciano a furore ,
Quando affillo di nbzze ne li punge.
Quefti préndono in pria nel mare Ibiro
Ubmini Ibéri per valor fupérbi:
A bocca pbi di Rbdano i caccianti
Célti, € gli abitatori di Focéa
Anticamente rinomati; & ia tdrzo
Lubgo préndongli , quantiin la Trinacria
Ifola albérgano, & del mar Tirréno
Nell’ onde . quindi in infiniti fondi
Quefti, & quelli di gqua, di la fi fpargono,
cosi empion tutto guanto il mare.
Molta, & ftupénda caccia é apparecchiatd
A i pefcatori, quando fe ne viéne

: _,ng;ronni alla ftagion di primavéra

L’ efér-

DELLA PESCA LIB. IIL 337

L’efércien. 11 paefe in primo Iubgo
Difegnano del mar, n¢ molto angufto
Sotto ombrofe riviére ; né ance molto
Corfo da’vénti, ¢ a lor carridre efpofto;
Ma che tenefle in fe giufte mifure
Tra’l fereno fcopc":rto » éd il bacio.
Allora in pria fovr’ erto, d alto cblle
Sale il perito fplator di Tonni;

Che de’ divérfi branchi la venuta
Conofce, & quali efi ff fidno, & quanti,
Ed 2’ compagni si ne porge avvifo,

Ora tutte le reti , di cirtade

A guifa, fu pe’ flutti ne camminang .

(4) Avvi ricécti, &d ayvi poree, &d avvi
Profonde gallerfe, &d atrii » € corti.
Quelli velocemente in fchidre mubvonfi,
Come falangi d’udmini, che marcino

Y Schie-

La] Avoi ricéssis ec. una tal caceia  ufa anche in dggi per pi-
gliare i tonni; & fi chitma la Tonnira ; ¢ e reti fi
accomodano a guifa d’ una cefa co? fubi fparcimenti;
iquali chiamano fanze, & comre, prima, & Jeconds
Sanza y & camera, & va difcorréndo ¢ @ ,g‘i dice il
Poita: dvei ricisi, 84 avvi pirse, ebn

138 DI OPPIANO

Schierati - aleri di lor fono minori,
Aleri pitt véechi, € tai di mézza etade,
fd infiniti dentro 2’ lini fcorrono,
Finch’ei n’ han v6glia, &ch’a loro adunati
Non fi fottrae la rete. or ricca préda

Di Tonni, éd eccellénte fi ripérea.
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— WEALL HAVE A FURTHER HOPE:

The Romans were able to provide good descriptions
and images of all the most relevant activities at that

time, and blue_f,m tuna flshery was reaIIy an |mportant
‘economic- actm;y S B o e o
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- - knowf what *
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»ja'meus~wrl't’ersmrowded very
|onsf;f-aﬁd -weF kr'r@w ~for _sure that
".usmg ‘Spoﬁmg tOWETS b.ut we don’t

Talel bf %‘t\ﬁé,/:vfere wsing, because -
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= Ihere are c Té

v We s’uppdse;tha

"=l AND THIS IS REALLY STRANGE!

As a matter of fact, many fisheries, including small scale ones, were described
in a detailed way either by classic authors or by mosaics found almost
everywhere. Even bluefin is often depicted, but not its fishing. At least two
mosaics (onein Tunisia and another one in Sicily) are showing fishing activities
thought to be tuna flsherles_ but“there are dlvergentopmlons on them.
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_'Mavbe' somewh_e\re f é;re is éﬁﬁ&alc to’be stiﬂ dlscovered whlch will-inform
us about the Romant chmqhé“_}uf'- ek e,
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THEN A LONG TIME OF MISSING
INFORMATION, AT LEAST TILL THE X
AND Xl centuries, WHEN SOME
DESCRI,PTIONS APPEARED AGAIN

——— - _—1-:...-:" ¥ - - — K
e =7 ,:Js Ear s .': w—@ e -ﬂ-‘“:‘: — A%
= _ "".:"‘-':":"'if'.ﬁ*u-'— 7 ""-:#-..__ ' = "- " T 'Sy = e
" - # - e i - N T .
o~ > s - S - ﬂ - % A -
| ’_‘f‘b > __,-—" 7 T e _ﬁ. . g __}__'_ . ' N
P et _‘/}"L"’) i& s R - e~ — -

At that’ times; it se%s%ai fﬂpa tPap nets wel
> mc%ﬂ*,/(s.em%’set by severr “boats g)ter..that tuna~—
_~schdals we /_ﬁtﬁd from I;e‘t‘op._ef coastal

e

t0wers ;C S, ____*_ g W




THE FIRST IMAGES FINALLY ARRIVED IN
THE XVI CENTURY AND THEY WERE VERY
DESCRIPTIVE!

Orbis Terrarum” (1572-1598) provided the first images of this
Spanish fishery, with marvellous etchings by Georg Hoefnagel,
the first describing. the tuna fishery in Cadiz (1572) and the
second-showing the‘tuna’iniConil §1575) These images not only
~show the type of’trap{a seine, set possibly by five.vessels and
then operated-as-a’beach’ _je) ~but also the way of harvesting
and mamﬂulatm __,theutuna for the market. 1 was clear that
everytl’f"ng ‘was Used for various preparations: fresh meat, salty -
. meat, smokedrmeat, tuna sausages-' aﬁel’e en the-.bones were -
use,d“fdr{he fir :

In th case, itk/as cléar that thﬁ \t na tr;’ was wﬁ‘a't‘%he
Spanis caII 7\ ad_@-ba qe tiro”, ba d an Lﬁgtuna spetting

'fromiad tow i P .
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e
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George Braun and Franz Hoienberg in their famous “Civitates
I
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THE FIRST IMAGES
by Braun and Hogenberg
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THE FIRST IMAGES

by Braun and Hogenberg




AND THE SECOND IMAGE!

Immediately after, another image of the bluefin tuna
fishery became available: Philippe Galle published in
1578 the book of etchings “Ferarum, Avium, Piscium,
pugnae bestiariorum et mutuae bestlanum from a
~subject byJDhﬁnnes St?adanus _an_d Mlth hlgh quallty

etéhmgsfbyjAdi[,ai“ rfi*ﬁ;lrl‘aert v 2

One of then .depﬁ:teq d the T tun“a~ ﬂshery rrHNapIes .
_showingsin-an tinclear way a purse seine nperated by
boal’s‘;wnh kllléd by ha*rﬁ'é‘ens s -
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THE SECOND IMAGE!
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SINCE THEN, FINALLY A GOOD
ICONOGRAPHY!

Il.'..‘l.‘.‘u'l.T CICTA  CICAA

Thanks to the development of printed images and the diffusion of
books, finally it was p055|ble to follow even this important fishing
activity, with clear |mages of many f|sh|ng gears from several
places. - > = = :

It is also very- clear“'t:hat “tuna trap was not a smgle gear, but

_several- gears“were mcludea in_this_name. . This- is extremely
|mportant~for betferﬂhdemandmg the hlstorlcaT CPUE-series!

It seems t—hat‘tbg ost ;i;ffused' gear in tbg earlhst—tlmes—was the
seine, rﬁbstﬁrop ed by five vessels, enelrtfng tunas at'sea close .
~ to the shore or. ngrated by the shore.~ P '

There is%evidence “that smce cIaSS|(t|mes th-;s,__ﬂshery “was an-
industejal %ne'?wth dedlcated economic | prganlsatloﬁnd

dlscussmns‘abd“ he-fishi grlghts R
The seine fis ngﬁ;a,s very active at leas ng the Spanlsh,coasts
»till the ;(,/yd yry, as it was slearlfsho.w d by Saﬂez-l?.eguart -
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- and also in the XIX century!

Images of the fishery in France in 1880
(left) and the XIX century and along the
eastern Adriatic Sea show spotting
structures and seines. In some cases
(Adriatic) tuna traps w_ere someumesf
P_operated as ;s;aL nets -é‘ d

-

seines:




images from the Middle East

A very few images of the bluefin tuna seine fishery are available from Turkey,
showing boat seines and the contemporary use of harpoons (left).
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THE SET TRAP

The set trap fishery, with its structure of severa
chambers, gradually became the most diffused
flshery We still don’t know if the “almadrabas” used
in the XIV. and" XV centuries in- many Mediterranean

places were: set nets, but set-nets. were surer used |n-_._
~ the X-VJ;entury ;ahdir.em*then or'r Sas =

The baS1c ,pape/ rs bfy< §§(m1ento are a reference but -
|conography isTot there, €, except for some document‘sr 3
“=in- the archryes of Duque Me'dmg Sidonia. A~huge
varie v of u?ges shows - mani type?"ﬁf“'se‘t “tuna

__traps, but IcO /on typica et.traps-rs available
mostly fro In'ngﬂIJcl:entury on. T
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A SET TRAP IN THE XVII Century
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B& SET TRAPS IN
THE LATE XVII

AND EARLY H
XVIII Centuries §
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SET TRAPS IN THE EARLY-XVIII Century

3 3

L ] 1

SN -
! [\DI’. \GVES QVI- SON']

( t‘l\‘_i‘j‘}t\.'l-l EsS

. SLARSEILLE

C j=2d 2 - 1F. s
: o Gl FFV] JE
Y . e it LAIGLE IVSOVA: LA
F
F
G




THE SET TRAPS

There were small coastal tuna traps, simple traps,
very compllcated and huge traps, very wide traps,
traps with a few chambers and: traps having a lot

_of _chambférs""‘fraps} set -along ,.Jche -—lncommg--t

’/’5 -

migratlonfcoﬂrses/:and, ﬂtr.apsxse{c an___ong the

outgd”ng’rml {-atien tourg,ss trap‘s 'for _spaWners -

'~andftara\ps fcy)j‘uyemle's : 7'5;.‘/ — %

b—-—-r# e 5
Eve??; (ese)‘)‘ara f}thher ‘pmblems for the

"'mter,pre /&oﬁﬁf’fﬁ’e“ﬁlstomﬂ%ﬁ@s of'C“UE&
* 1Y

) 2
e

e —

.“ —

L -—



- T QNP ot Baronir Mg BB
" SET TRAPS IN THE XVIII

(Sicily & Sardinia)
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THE SET TRAPS IN THE XVl Century
iIn Spain (Sanez eguart)
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P XVIII Century
in Spain (Sanez Reguart)
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THE SET TRAPS IN THE XVIII Century
et oo e In France




THE SET TRAPS IN THE XVIII Century
In France
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(Madrague sans piliers )
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e DEEEEEEN THE SET TRAPSIN THE XVIII and
XIX Century
in Turkey
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There were a lot of tuna traps.in the XIX century!
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and then a cascade of images in the XIX century!
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THE SET TRAPS




and the colours.
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